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Jesus’ "Declaration of the Kingdom"
"Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Matthew. 5:48

1. How the King’s Disciples Must Define and Receive True Blessedness (5:1-13)  
2. Representing the King, in the World

A. The Salt of the Earth (5:14)

B. The Light of the World (5:15-16)

3. The Kingdom and the King’s Righteousness (5:17-48)

A. The King has come to Fulfill His Law (5:17-19)
B. The King has come to Interpret His Law, based upon His highest Revelation of Righteousness.(5:20-48)

1. The Completed Righteousness of Life and Reconciliation (5:21-26)

2. The Completed Righteousness of the Marriage Covenant (5:27-32)

3. The Completed Righteousness of Truthfulness (5:33-37)

4. The Completed Righteousness of Mercy and Grace (5:38-42)
5. The Completed Righteousness of Agape Love (5:43-48)

4. Acts of Devotion to the King (6:1-18)
A. What is your Motive? (6:1)
B. Giving (6:2-4)

C. Prayer (6:5-15)

D. Fasting (6:16-18)
5. Honoring the King with my Possessions (6:19-34)
6. Honoring the King through my Personal Relationships (7:1-12)
A. Others: Judging (7:1-6)

B. The Father: His Goodness and our Asking (7:7-12)

7. Warnings Regarding the Kingdom (7:13-27)
A. A False, Widely Used, Entrance to the Kingdom (7:13-14)
B. False Prophets who come in the King’s name (7:15-20)

C. False Knowledge of the King (7:21-23)

D. A False Foundation (7:24-27)

1. Twice in 3 nights: > Well known (~ FL.) respected pastor, & worship leader, Resigned! Unfaithful to their wives! NOOO!
2. Service without surrender is deadly.
· It is one thing to actively serve God
· But such service MUST flow from a whole life lived for Christ.

3. Jesus so far: 

a.  Baptism & Spirit
b.  Wilderness: > Obedient Son > Obedient Life

c.  Declared Kingdom of God @ hand/ called disciples

4. Now… What does King want from disciples?

E. Stanley Jones… The Christ of the Mount:  “Among the many things which India has taught me are two outstanding: first, she com​pelled me to disentangle Christ from the accumulations which the centuries had gathered around him. It was a liberating experience to find one's faith becoming simplified & centered in a Person. For years I have walked in that lib​erty; but for several years there has been an undertone of questioning, and rather troubled questioning. The question was this: Yes, Christ is the center, & to be a Christian is to catch his mind & his spirit, but what main content should be in those words—"Christ," "Chris​tian"? It is not enough to have the words. The deeper question concerns the content that is to be in the words. For the content varies, and varies vitally. So India has taught me the sec​ond thing: the main moral content in the word "Christian" must be the Sermon on the Mount.

India is forcing us to face anew the Sermon on the Mount. She insists that this is Xnty. No matter how much we may point to our creeds she insists on pointing us to the pattern shown her in the Mount. The fact is that the Sermon on the Mount is not in our creeds. As the Apostles' Creed now stands U can accept every word of it & leave the essential self untouched. Suppose we’d written it in our creeds & had repeated each time w/ convic​tion: "I believe in the Sermon on the Mount & in its way of life, & I intend, God helping me, to embody it"! What would have happened? I feel sure that if this had been our main empha​sis, the history of Christendom would have been different. 
5. Now… What does King want from disciples?

Jesus’ "Declaration of the Kingdom"
Purpose / Goal: 

"Therefore you are to be perfect, 

as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Matthew. 5:48

=

Not “Get to Heaven” But: “Get Heaven in me!”
= “Teleios” = “Mature or Complete”
NKJV: Eph. 4:13: “till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect (teleios) man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;”
NASB Eph. 4:13: “until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature (teleios) man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”
The command Be ye perfect is not idealistic gas. Nor is it a command to do the impossible.  He is going to make us into creatures that can obey that command. He said (in the Bible) that we were “gods" and He is going to make good His words. If we let Him-for we can prevent Him, if we choose-He will make the feeblest and filthiest of us into a god or goddess, a dazzling, radiant, immortal creature, pulsating all through with such energy and joy and wisdom and love as we cannot now imagine, a bright stainless mirror which reflects back to God perfectly (though, of course, on a smaller scale) His own boundless power and delight and goodness. The process will be long and in parts very painful; but that is what we are in for. Nothing less. He meant what He said. C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity
· Let’s take a bird’s eye view together> S.O.M.
1. How King’s Disciples Must Define/Receive True Blessedness (5:1-13)
A. How will I define Blessedness?
B. Beatitudes = “Toby’s Alignment” of the Sermon

2. Representing the King, in the World (5:14-16)
A. The Salt of the Earth (5:14)

B. The Light of the World (5:15-16)

3. The Kingdom & the King’s Righteousness (5:17-48)

A. The King has come to Fulfill His Law (5:17-19)

B. The King has come to Interpret His Law, based upon His highest Revelation of Righteousness.(5:20-48)

1. The Completed Righteousness of Life and Reconciliation (5:21-26)

2. The Completed Righteousness of the Marriage Covenant (5:27-32)

3. The Completed Righteousness of Truthfulness (5:33-37)

4. The Completed Righteousness of Mercy and Grace (5:38-42)

5. The Completed Righteousness of Agape Love (5:43-48)

4. Acts of Devotion to the King (6:1-18)

A. What is your Motive? (6:1)

B. Giving (6:2-4)

C. Prayer (6:5-15)

D. Fasting (6:16-18)

5. Honoring the King with my Possessions (6:19-34)

6. Honoring King thru my Personal Relationships (7:1-12)

A. Others: Judging (7:1-6) (“Where there is injury, we shall never judge”)
B. The Father: His Goodness and our Asking (7:7-12)

7. Warnings Regarding the Kingdom (7:13-27)

A. A False, Widely Used, Entrance to the Kingdom (7:13-14)
B. False Prophets who come in the King’s name (7:15-20)

C. A False Knowledge of the King (7:21-23)
D. A False Foundation (7:24-27)

· Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. 
· At first, perhaps, you can understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on: you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. 
· But presently he starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make sense.  What on earth is He up to? 
· The explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one you thought of- throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. 
· You thought you were going to be made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself.

· = Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount
· Sing: “Seek Ye First” vs. 1… w/ Invitation
· Sing: “Ask and it Shall be given…” w/ Invitation

· Sing: “Man shall not live by bread…” w/ Invitation
Sermon Notes: Used and Unused
Among the many things which India has taught me are two outstanding: first, she com​pelled me to disentangle Christ from the accumulations which the centuries had gathered around him. It was a liberating experience to find one's faith becoming simplified and centered in a Person. For years I have walked in that lib​erty; but for several years there has been an undertone of questioning, and rather troubled questioning. The question was this: Yes, Christ is the center, and to be a Christian is to catch his mind and his spirit, but what main content should be in those words—"Christ," "Chris​tian"? It is not enough to have the words. The deeper question concerns the content that is to be in the words. For the content varies, and varies vitally. So India has taught me the sec​ond thing: the main moral content in the word "Christian" must be the Sermon on the Mount.

India is forcing us to face anew the Sermon on the Mount. She insists that this is Christian​ity. No matter how much we may point to our creeds she insists on pointing us to the pattern shown her in the Mount. The fact is that the Sermon on the Mount is not in our creeds. As the Apostles' Creed now stands you can accept every word of it and leave the essential self untouched. Suppose we had written it in our creeds and had repeated each time with convic​tion: "I believe in the Sermon on the Mount and in its way of life, and I intend, God helping me, to embody it"! What would have happened? I feel sure that if this had been our main empha​sis, the history of Christendom would have been different. E. Stanley Jones… The Christ of the Mount

The theme of this, Matthew's longest and most wide-ranging collection of Jesus' teaching, is indicated by the stated audience (see on 5:1-2); it deals with the character, duties, attitudes and dangers of the Christian disciple. It is a manifesto setting out the nature of life in the kingdom of heaven.

The Sermon thus makes no claim to present an ethic for all men; indeed much of it would make no sense as a universal code. It is concerned not with ethics in general, but with discip​leship, with man in his obedience and devotion to God, not with a pattern for society. To interpret it legalistically as a set of rules is to miss the point; it represents a demand more radical than any legislator could conceive, going far beyond what human nature can meet, a demand for perfection (5:48). And central to it is the person of Jesus himself: for his sake the disciples are to be persecuted (5:11); he sets before them his own interpretation of the will of God (5:17-48: '1 say to you - - .'); their eternal destiny depends on their relation to him (7:21-23) and their response to his teaching (7:24-27). The Sermon is thus far from being just a collection of moral precepts. It presents the radical demand of Jesus the Messiah on all who respond to his preaching of God's kingdom. 'The Sermon on the Mount com​pels us, in the first place, to ask who he is who utters these words."

'Blessed' is a misleading translation of makarios, which does not denote one whom God blesses (which would be eulogetos, reflecting Heb. bdr0k), but represents the Hebrew 'agre, 'for​tunate', and is used, like 'afire, almost entirely in the formal setting of a beatitude. It introduces someone who is to be con​gratulated, someone whose place in life is an enviable one. 'Happy' is better than 'blessed', but only if used not of a mental state but of a condition of life. 'Fortunate' or 'well off' is less ambiguous. It is not a psychological description, but a recommendation.

The beatitudes thus outline the attitudes of the true disciple, the one who has accepted the demands of God's kingdom, in contrast with the attitudes of the 'man of the world'; and they present this as the best way of life not only in its intrinsic goodness but in its results. The rewards of discipleship are therefore spelt out in the second half of each verse. The tenses are future, except in the first and last, indicating that the best is yet to come, when God's kingdom is finally established and its subjects enter into their inheritance. But the present tense of vv. 3 and lo warns us against an exclusively future interpretation, for God rewards these attitudes with their respective results progressively in the disciple's experience. The emphasis is not so much on time, present or future, as on the certainty that discipleship will not be in vain. France, Matthew

     I find I must borrow yet another parable from George MacDonald. Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you can understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on: you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But presently he starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make sense.  What on earth is He up to? The explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one you thought of- throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were going to be made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself.

     The command Be ye perfect is not idealistic gas. Nor is it a command to do the impossible.  He is going to make us into creatures that can obey that command. He said (in the Bible) that we were “gods" and He is going to make good His words. If we let Him-for we can prevent Him, if we choose-He will make the feeblest and filthiest of us into a god or goddess, a dazzling, radiant, immortal creature, pulsating all through with such energy and joy and wisdom and love as we cannot now imagine, a bright stainless mirror which reflects back to God perfectly (though, of course, on a smaller scale) His own boundless power and delight and goodness. The process will be long and in parts very painful; but that is what we are in for. Nothing less. He meant what He said.

The Christian way is different: harder and easier. Christ says, “Give me All.  I don’t want so much of your time, and so much of your money and so much of your work:  I want You.  I have not come to torment your natural self, but to kill it.  No half measures are any good.  I don’t want to cut off a branch here and a branch there. I want to have the whole tree down.  Hand over the whole natural self, all the desires, which you think innocent as well as the ones you think wicked—the whole outfit. I will give you a new self instead.  In fact, I will give you Myself:  my own will shall become yours.”

23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. 24 The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them. 25 Large crowds followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan.
The Sermon on the Mount is sometimes thought of as Jesus’ "Declaration of the Kingdom."
a. The American Revolutionaries had their Declaration of Independence. Karl Marx had his Communist Manifesto. With this message, Jesus declares what His Kingdom is all about.
a. It can’t be proved, but in my opinion, the Sermon on the Mount was Jesus’ "standard" sermon. It was the core of His itinerant message: a simple proclamation of how God expects us to live, contrasting with common Jewish misunderstandings of that life. It may be that when Jesus preached to a new audience, He often preached this sermon or used the themes from it.
b. It is clear that the Sermon on the Mount had a significant impact on the early church. The early Christians make constant reference to it and their lives display the glory of radical disciples.
[image: image1.png]



